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Discusses theories and concepts applicable to nearly every variation of the game, including

five-card draw (high), seven-card stud, hold 'em, lowball draw, and razz (seven-card lowball stud).

This book introduces you to the Fundamental Theorem of Poker, its implications, and how it should

affect your play. Other chapters discuss the value of deception, bluffing, raising, the slow-play, the

value of position, psychology, heads-up play, game theory, implied odds, the free card, and

semibluffing. Many of today's top poker players will tell you that this is the book that really made a

difference in their play. That is, these are the ideas that separate the experts from the typical

players. Those who read and study this book will literally leave behind those who don't, and most

serious players wear the covers off their copies. This is the best book ever written on poker.
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Sklansky's The Theory of Poker has generally been reguarded as a classic since its initial release.

Along with Doyle Brunson's Super System and Mike Caro's Book of Poker Tells these three book

were the the 1-2-3 knockout combo of poker books. Super System covered many main types of

poker specifically, Caro's Book of Tells covered much of the psychology of poker, but Sklansky's

Theory of Poker was quite different.Instead of focusing on one aspect of poker, Sklansky decided to

focus on the "big picture". Odds, psychology, information, using these things in combination to make

the correct decisions is what poker is all about. And with The Theory of Poker Sklansky wrote a

book that attempted to teach you how to do just that. Simply stated, if you make more correct

decisions than your opponent, and make less wrong decisions, then in the long wrong, you will win.



Luck is the thing that keeps beginners and gamblers coming back to try and "hit it big". And it's what

keeps those in the know in the money.That said, this book is not the easiest read for the

uninformed. I admit that I was one of those caught up in Poker big boom a few years ago but I have

truly fell in love with it since then and have become a true student of the game. I have gone from

dead money to a profitable player - and alot of that thanks goes to many of the books I have read by

many great authors. In an attempt to categorize them to help beginners like myself choose what's

right for them (in order):Beginners:Phil Gordon's The Real Deal - A very easy read to get beginners

thinking about the game.Sklansky's Hold'Em Poker - Not much more complicated than Phil's book

and offers more good ideas for the novice for getting started.
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